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WELCOME 
To all of our new and returning musicians  

to the 2007-2008 Season of the 
Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra 

 
Our First Rehearsal will be Wednesday, September 5th - 6pm Ð 8:30pm 
Musicians are expected to be in their chairs and ready to play at 6pm Ð sharp! 
Seating placement will be posted at the door when you arrive. 
Violinists please note Dr. SiskÕs message in this newsletter on page two. 

FEES 
 
The $200.00 membership fee is due at the third rehearsal which this year  
is September 19th. There is a late fee of $25.00 if payment is not made at this time. 
Families with more than one child in the orchestra receive a discount of 
 $ 25.00 for the second child.  See handbook for more information.  
 If you are a returning musician and paid a seating deposit 
of $25 deduct this from your balance due. 
Ticket money will be due on or before October 24th.  Each family 
is required to purchase tickets for $100.00 you will receive 6 tickets for each of the  
Joliet Junior College concerts. 
Fees can be paid to Mrs. Nogal at the beginning of each rehearsal or 
Mailed to her at   45 W. Eureka Dr., Lemont, IL. 60439 
If the fees present a problem for your family at this time please speak 
to Mrs. Nogal and arrangements can be made. 

 
Newsletter 

  A newsletter will be emailed to the parentÕs and musicianÕs email address at the beginning of each  
  month.  If your email changes please notify Mrs. Nogal. The newsletter is also available on our  
  Website.   www.mysomusic.org 

 
Handbook 

The MYSO handbook is available on our website.  Please refer to it for any questions  
regarding the orchestra. New members should read it and print it out for reference. 

More News>>>>>>>>>>> 
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Messages from Dr. Sisk: 
 

Thanks to all who assisted with MYSO auditions this fall, especially Mrs. Nogal and Mr. Lipari. 
Wind seating is complete and players are listed on the roster in order of seating within section. 
The same is true for the cellos. For the time being, names of the violinists will be listed in 
alphabetical order, and Dr. Sisk will determine stand partners and section leaders as rehearsals 
progress. There may be additional players joining the orchestra during the first few weeks of the 
semester. 
 
There will be a separate audition for concertmaster. Players who wish to audition for this 
leadership spot should identify themselves to Dr. Sisk or Mrs. Nogal. The minimum qualifications 
for the concertmaster are: 

• Five years private study  
• Fifteen years old  
• Advanced technique  
• Secure intonation  
• Sight-reading ability  
• Leadership ability  
• Availability for all concerts  

 
The time of the concertmaster auditions will be announced at rehearsal and in the newsletter. 
 

 

 
 Dr. Sisk will not write a recommendation letter for anyone who misses a MYSO concert. 

 
Very Important – From Handbook 

 
All musicians are important to the orchestra.  When a musician is accepted 
by audition into the orchestra s/he makes a commitment to attend all 
rehearsals and all performances.  If a musician has a conflict with a 
performance s/he must notify the music director and the executive director 
before the first rehearsal of the concert cycle.  For the 2007-2008 season 
these dates would be before September 5th; December 5th; and March 19th 
 (08). If the music director must hire a substitute for the performance the 
musician will be billed $100.00 to cover the cost of the substitute. 

 
 

More News>>>>>>>>>> 
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MUSIC  (from Handbook) 
 A. Individual parts will be assigned to each player.  
 B. There should be no permanent marks added to the music.  
 C. All folders are collected after the last concert in a concert cycle.  The      
  music is to be returned in order and in the original folder with the   
  musicianÕs name on it.  
 D. There will be a charge of $5.00 for any music that needs to be copied 

at rehearsal.  If an entire folder is lost or not handed in after the last 
concert in a set there will be a $30.00 charge for the music. 

 E. Any problems with your music should be directed to the librarian. 
   

     Absences 
All absences should be reported to Mrs. Nogal via email by 4pm on Wednesday. 
If you know you will be absent in the future due to a school conflict you may also notify  
Mrs.Nogal via email at anytime.  Lemont45@comcast.net 
 

      EMAILS 
Your email address is VERY IMPORTANT.  If I do not have your correct email or your 
Students please let me know.  This is how I make contact with the musicians and it is very important 
that this information is kept up to date. 

Snack Shop 
We have a snack shop for the students to purchase snacks at break time. We ask the parents to donate 
water, soda and individually wrapped snacks.   The monies collected is used for a pizza party  
and the reception after the last concert.  Snacks can be dropped off before rehearsal. 

 
Concerto Competition 

MYSO holds a concerto competition each year for musicians who are current members of the orchestra.  
Please see the handbook for all details. An exact date for the competition has not been set at this time. 
The musicians will be notified when I have a date. 

 
MYSO For College Credit 

Seniors who wish to take MYSO for college credit should consult the website for further information. 

       
Parent Meeting 

We hold two parent meetings a year.  One at the beginning of the season and one at the end of the  
Season.  Our first meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 19h at 6:15pm in Room 219 
in the Fine Arts Center.  Bring your musician to rehearsal and stay for the meeting. 
ItÕs a chance for new parents to ask questions and meet the seasoned parents. 
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Auditions 
 

Thanks to Casey Armand and Renee Vogen for helping Mrs. Nogal for the  
auditions.They helped Mrs. Nogal save a lot of steps!!! 
Thanks to MYSO Board President Mel Gray, Jr. and MYSO Board Vice President, 
Mike Gorcowski and Mary Jane Balaja, friend and former MYSO musician for 
helping with the auditions. 
Thanks also to so many of our returning musicians who did schedule their audition 
on the first night. 
 
 
 

REMINDERS 
 

First Rehearsal  Wednesday, September 5th 6-8:30pm 
Membership Fees Due September 19, 2007 
Parent Meeting September 19, 2007 6:15pm 

Ticket Money due October 24, 2007 
 

First Concert at Joliet Junior College 
Sunday, November 18, 2007 

Concert at Philip Lynch Theatre 
Wednesday, November 28, 2007 


